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The Ethernet Dissector Takes Over 
The Ethernet dissector decodes and displays the fields of the Ethernet II header and, based 
on the contents of the Type field, hands the packet off to the next dissector. In Figure 27, the 
Type field value 0x0800 indicates that an IPv4 header will follow. Notice that at this point, 
when we remove the Ethernet frame from the dissection, we are using the term “packet.” 

 
Figure 27. The Ethernet dissector looks at the Type field to determine the next required dissector. 
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The IPv4 Dissector Takes Over 
The IPv4 dissector decodes the fields of the IPv4 header and, based on the contents of the 
Protocol field, hands the packet off to the next dissector. In Figure 28, the Protocol field 
value 6 indicates that TCP will follow.  

 
Figure 28. The IPv4 dissector looks at the Protocol field to determine the next required dissector. 
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